Rumphius and Regenfuss

Amboyna. He published a Cabinet de Curiosites Amboiniennes*
with notes by Schynvoet and Halma, and beautiful coloured
illustrations by Madame Merian, and by the daughter of that great
flower and insect painter. This daughter had, in fact, accom-
panied her mother upon her voyage to Surinam (Dutch Guiana
in South America), and had assisted her in the coloured plates
for her great work upon that distant land. We have, then, Rum-
phius and Franz Michael Regenfuss, an artist from Nurnburg,
who wrote and illustrated the most beautiful of all conchological
works for his patron, Frederick V of Denmark, f The hand illu-
minated plates, and the extraordinary frontispiece and decorations,
mezzotinted in blue, and in sanguine for the Royal copies given
away by the King, make of this one of the most lovely of all
eighteenth century publications. But we are concerned only, for
the moment, with names of shells culled from Rumphius and
Regenfuss. Many of the shells were derived from the Danish
settlement of Tranquebar, upon the Malabar coast; or from the
lies Fredericiennes, or Virgin Islands, belonging to Denmark, in
the West Indies. We find the following: Conques de Venus,
Ventures Arabiques, Nattes Chinoises, Cliquettes de Lazare,
Amiral orange, FeuiUe de Laurier, Mores Bandes, Brandons
d'Amour, Casques Rouges, Couronnes d'Ethiopie bariolees.
We could continue with: Pourpres, Mytules, Manteaux Royaux,
Bezoards. A particular red and yellow shell was called Isabella
because of a tulip of that name which it resembled; and we have
Coins de Beurre, Doublettes de Tellimes, Cceurs Jaunes, Leo-
pards, Lions Grimpants, because of a pattern like heraldic lions
upon their backs. There are Couronnes Papales, Mitres fipis-
copales, names that explain themselves; and Droles de Beguines,
called that, by Rumphius, because they resembled in shape the
hats of Beguines, an 'heretical religious sect', cOn connoit encore,
a present, en Hollande des filles sous ce nom qui jouissent de
certains benefices.* There are Langues d'Or, Manteau Polonois,
Oreilles de Midas, and Veritables Escaliers a vis, spiral shells
with true and reverse spirals like the double staircases practised

* The first edition was published, in Amsterdam, in 1705. In a subsequent
edition, 1742, tihe plates are much inferior in quality.

f Recueil de Coquillage^ de Limagons, et de Crustaces, by F. M. Regenfuss,
Copenhagen, 1758. A second volume of twelve plates, without text and un-
bound, is very rarely to be seen. Regenfuss was a native of Nurnberg.
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